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Eccles. 12:9-11 (ESV)  

Besides being wise, the Preacher also 

taught the people knowledge, weighing 

and studying and arranging many 

proverbs with great care.  [10] The 

Preacher sought to find words of delight, 

and uprightly he wrote words of truth.     

[11] The words of the wise are like goads, 

and like nails firmly fixed are the collected 

sayings; they are given by one Shepherd.  



(1) The Content of His Preparation 

“The Preacher taught the people knowledge”

“[Words] given by one Shepherd” 

(2) The Care of His Preparation 

“weighing, studying, and arranging with great care”



(3) The Creativity of His Preparation 

“the preacher sought to find words of 

delight”(Accepted, edifying words)

(4) The Conscientiousness of His 

Preparation

“uprightly he wrote words of truth” 



(5) The outcome of His Preparation 

“the words of the wise are like goads” –

words that move the hearer.

“and like nails firmly fixed are the 

collected sayings” – words that are 

remembered by the hearer – they fasten 

to the memory



We must match our diligent study of 

the passage with diligent preparation of 

the message. 

The job of the faithful expositor of 

Scripture is not only to present the 

meaning of the passage as the 

message of the sermon, but to do so in 

a careful, winsome, and memorable 

way. 



True expositional 

preaching gives attention 

not only to the substance of 

the sermon, but also to its 

structure and style. 



“Don’t just throw seed at the people! 

Grind it into flour, bake into bread, 

and slice it for them. 

And it wouldn’t hurt to put a little honey 

in it.”



I. Essentials in the Substance of the 

Sermon

(1) The Content of the Sermon Must be Biblical

• The meaning of the passage is the message of the 
sermon. 

• Be sure your sermon is grounded in the text. 



“The Word of God alone is to be preached, 

in its perfection and inner consistency. 

Scripture is the exclusive subject of 

preaching, the only field in which the 

preacher is to labor.”



(2) The Content of the Sermon Must be Balanced

• A balanced sermon addresses the entire passage in 

equal proportions.

• A balanced sermon addresses the entire person 

(mind, spirit, and will) in equal proportions.



II. Elements in the Structure of the 

Sermon

(1) The Key Elements of the Sermon Outline 



(1) The Key Elements of the Sermon Outline

• Introduction 

 Proposition 

• Body 

 Main points 

 Subpoints

 Explanation

 Illustrations 

 Applications

• Conclusion 





Obligations of the Key Elements 

of the Sermon Outline

Obligations of the Introduction

• Arouse the interest of the listener

• Announce the biblical passage (expository unit) you are 
preaching from

• Introduce the central proposition (theme/purpose) of the 
sermon. 



Obligations of the Body

• Develop the flow of thought of the expository unit 

• Adequately explain, illustrate, and apply each main 

point



Obligations of the Conclusion

• Summarize the overall theme and thrust of the 

message

• Present the most passionate exhortation and appeal to 

obey and apply the truth of the message. 



(2) The Key Elements of Each Main 

Point

(a) Explanation: Informing the 

Mind

Understanding precedes 

obedience!



Romans 6:17 (ESV)  

But thanks be to God, that you who were once 

slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 

to the standard of teaching to which you were 

committed.



Three Key Steps to Explaining the 

Passage

• State the Truth-by reading the text

• Place the Truth-by applying

• Prove the Truth-by life experience 



(B) ILLUSTRATION: MOVING THE HEART

“A picture is worth a thousand words!”

“The human mind is not a debating 

chamber but a picture gallery.”



TYPES OF ILLUSTRATIONS

• Quotation

• Metaphor

• Story

• Personal Experience

The deeper the illustration, the greater its 

effectiveness.


